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Through Persia. By F. B. Bradley-Birt. 316 pp. Ills., index. W. Col- 
lins, Sons & Co., Glasgow, 1909 (?). Is. 6% x4. 
A ten years' residence in India, in an official capacity, has given the writer 
of these impressions that familiarity with the Oriental mind and viewpoint 
which is well-nigh indispensable to an understanding of the Persian people. 
What stands out prominently in the book is the remarkable but well-known 
fact that the indigenous fire-worship of Persia has been driven out of the 
country by the faith of Islam. The Moslem "Inshallah, " "if God wills," 
expressing fatalism, is the keynote of the indolent and imperturbable Persian 
character. David H. Buel. 

The Cradle of Mankind : Life in Eastern Kurdistan. By the Rev. 

W. A. Wigram and E. T. A. Wigram. xii and 373 pp. Ills., index. 

A. & C. Black, London, 1914. 12s. 6d. 9 x 6. 
As the work of two hands this volume combines the facility of one author 
with the deeper information of the other. The junior writer records a three 
months' scamper through Kurdistan, and as such his work is merely a book of 
travel; but there is always the store of the elder's knowledge to draw upon, 
with the result that, in certain important chapters, we have a very full state- 
ment of interesting information about the Kurds, the Armenians, the several 
varieties of Syrian Christians in the mountains (whom, by the way, the authors 
commonly designate Assyrians), and the Yezidi or devil-worshippers of Mosul. 
The principal theme is the examination of the religious phase of the life of the 
mountaineers. But the authors find great interest in the rude society, no matter 
what its creed, and draw parallels with the Highlanders of Scotland. 

Bibliotheca Japonica. Dictionnaire bibliographique des ouvrages relatifs 
a 1 'Empire Japonais. Ranges par ordre chronologique jusqu'a 1870, suivi 
d'un appendiee renfermant la liste alphab&tique des principaux ouvrages 
parus de 1870 a 1912. Par Henri Cordier. 762 pp. E. Leroux, Paris, 1912. 
11x7%. 
It is a pleasure to chronicle the completion of this work, which has been 
promised for nearly thirty years, for Cordier has long ranked as the foremost 
student of the literature of the Far East. In this volume he has carefully sub- 
jected to recension the bibliography of Wenckstern (1895), with correction of 
the many errors which made that work untrustworthy. Prof. Cordier set 1870 
as the limit of his record, but in an appendix he has set down the preliminaries 
of a continuation to 1912. The work thereby falls into two divisions. Of the 
former it is impossible to say too much. He follows the form established by 
the Japan bibliography of Leon Pages in 1859 and records the entries in chrono- 
logical order, dated by the year of the first work of any author and then com- 
pleting the author record before passing to the next date. In the earlier years, 
when the literature concerning Japan was confined to the annual letters of the 
Jesuits or the voyage reports of individual seafarers, this arrangement does not 
operate as an interruption of the strict order of chronology. In the appendix 
he professes to present only the more important works of the period subsequent 
to 1870. This appendix is far less satisfactory, for we find it impossible to dis- 
cover the relative scale of importance. He includes Lafcadio Hearn in a fairly 
complete list, but he also includes a scantily important pamphlet by Charles 
Woleott Brooks on wrecked junks in the Pacific; yet we find no record of the 
highly important literature of the Forty-seven Loyal Ronins, which is a most 
important document of Japanese history. William Churchill. 

AUSTRALASIA AND OCEANIA 

The Land of the New Guinea Pygmies. An account of the story of 
a pioneer journey of exploration into the heart of New Guinea. By C. G. 
Rawling. 360 pp. Map, ills., index. Seeley, Service & Co., London, 1913. 
10s. 6d. 9x6. 

This is a second narrative of the British ornithological expedition toward 
the snowy mountains of Dutch New Guinea. The failure of the expedition has. 
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already been noted in the review of Wollaston's report (Bulletin, 1913, p. 876). 
This independent account sets forth even more clearly the mistakes in outfitting, 
the serious error made in recruiting the force of carriers, the unfortunate choice 
of the particular river up which to attempt to reach the mountains, and particu- 
larly the cruel absurdity of victualing a party of tropical explorers with pro- 
visions which had been collected for Sir Ernest Shackleton's expedition into the 
Antarctic. Captain Bawling has written the story of the exploration with 
great ease and with an unselfish absence of bitterness against the error of 
judgment which bore with such pressing weight upon the members of the party 
in the jungle. He seems to have seen somewhat more of the pygmies of the 
headwaters of the Mimika than did Dr. Wollaston. At least he penetrated to 
their hamlet of Wambirimi and made the acquaintance of this particularly shy 
race. It was neither a complete nor a cordial acquaintance, for the men kept 
their women hidden during the whole of the stay of the white men in their 
country. It is, of course, yet far too early to attempt to adjust these folk so 
briefly seen to any position in the present classifications of the human race. 
It will be well to bear in mind, however, with particular attention that in 
Indonesia we encounter pygmy and pygmoid men, in every case in the inner 
parts of islands whose more accessible coasts are filled with a slightly more 
advanced culture. Of such we note, merely as a memorandum, the Semang, the 
Punan, the Aeta, to be studied with these Tapiro of New Guinea. When we 
note that it is within the same geological horizon that we have the Pithecan- 
thropus ereetus of Dubois from the Trinil deposits it is not without considerable 
warrant that we may propose tentatively the possibility of a focus of human 
evolution in this region between Malacca and the Philippines. 

"William Churchill. 

The Family among the Australian Aborigines. By B. Malinowski. 

xv and 326 pp. Index. Monographs on Sociology, Univ. of London, 

1913. Hodder & Stoughton, London. 6s. 8% x 5%. 
In this valuable treatise Dr. Malinowski has assembled all the reports upon 
Australian life and has subjected them topically to a critical analysis of the 
utmost importance. He considers the family in its gross relation to the tribe 
as more or less gentile, and in its minute anatomy as related to the conditions 
of the life of a man and a woman together as mutually affecting one the other, 
and the child as the third term in the equation. In this more minute sense he 
discusses the family in three principal themes — the sexual, the economic, and 
the sentimental. His discussion of the first theme will be found particularly 
satisfactory. It is not long ago that the anthropologists waged war over the 
first reports from Australia that there were folk who were ignorant of the part 
of the father in establishing the life of the child. Here we have gathered all 
the records upon this point, and in the able treatment which Dr. Malinowski 
has given them the last doubt is cleared away. In the economic aspect of the 
family life of these savages of the lowest type he makes it plain that the use 
of the woman as a beast of burden is not to her an evil. She contributes to 
the life of the family that which she can and finds a balance of the account in 
the service contributed by the man in war and the chase, where she would be 
ineffective. The sentimental aspect of such marriage is less easy to compre- 
hend, because we approach it with a burden of fixed ideas; but the author 
masses a considerable body of information to show that within their limitations 
the Australians have the sense of affection in married and parental life. The 
work will long remain of great value to workers in the field of sociology and 
will prove a mine of information for psychologists. 

William Churchill. 

Deutsch Neu-Guinea. By R. Neuhauss. Vol.1: xvi and 534 pp. Vol.2: 

Volker-Atlas. 336 plates. Vol. 3: Beitrage der Missionare Keysser, 

Stolz, Zahn, Lehner, Bamler. 572 pp. Maps, ills., index. D. Beimer 

(E. Vohsen), Berlin, 1911. 11x8. 

The highest commendation must be given to the method of inquiry which 

Dr. Neuhauss has pursued in his investigations in a country largely new. For 

the most part his research has been in the coastal region of Huon Gulf north- 



